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Contact: 

Bob Storey, YES Executive Director (402) 345-5187; Rstorey@yesomaha.org
Kathleen Durkin, OFA Public Service Chair: kathleend@sramarketing.com 

Angelica Carl (402) 343-9045, Angelica14@cox.net
Summer Sees More Homeless Teens on the Streets in Omaha

New Ad Campaign Aims to Raise Awareness and Support for At-Risk Youth

(Omaha, Neb.) May 16, 2007 – Omaha’s Youth Emergency Services (YES) is gearing up for a busy summer serving teens living on the streets in Omaha. The number of teens served by YES goes up more than 50 percent during the summer months which means community support is needed now more than ever. In 2006, Youth Emergency Services served 787 unduplicated teens.

“Our teams of street outreach workers will be focused on reaching the increasing number of homeless teens providing them with food, basic first aid items, and hygiene products and getting them the community services they need,” said Bob Storey, YES executive director. “Our Drop-In center also sees a rise in the number of teens seeking help in the summer including a food pantry, laundry and shower facilities and health screenings.”

In effort to raise awareness about the issue of homelessness among Omaha teens, The Omaha Federation of Advertising (OFA) will launch a new public service awareness campaign. A preview of the campaign will take place May 16th, 2007 at 10:00 am at the YES downtown Drop-In center located at 2057 Harney Street. Print, radio, television and billboard advertisements will begin running in the Omaha market throughout the summer and fall.

“Each year OFA develops a PSA campaign for a local non-profit organization,” said Kathleen Durkin, OFA Public Service Chair. “We chose the YES program because we believe by educating the community about the plight of homeless, near homeless and at-risk youth, we can help turn lives around.”

For more information about the YES program and the new public service campaign, visit www@yesomaha.org.

***MEDIA RIDE ALONG OPPORTUNITY: To schedule an after hours ride-along with a street outreach team contact, Street Outreach Coordinator, Erin Hudson  402.345-5187***

About Youth Emergency Services

Youth Emergency Services is a non-profit organization that operates shelters for youth in crisis.  The mission of Youth Emergency Services is to serve and protect at-risk youth by providing shelter, programs, and advocacy that educate and promote personal and family development.  Services are designed to meet the needs of abused, neglected, truant, juvenile offenders and runaway teenagers ages 13 through 18.  The organization never turns away children who cannot afford services. Youth Street Outreach, a program of Youth Emergency Services, is the only street-based outreach program to serve street-dependent youth in the Omaha metropolitan area.  

